
Followship
One day George Herman "Babe" Ruth was being interviewed by a member of the press. During the interview a question about leadership came up. Babe Ruth responded to the question in an unexpected way. He said, "I've heard it said that the world doesn't have enough great leaders. I think it doesn't have enough great followers. I've stood side by side with politicians, scientists, thinkers, inventors... people who deserved a great following and heard the crowd cheer me instead. Now don't get me wrong I love baseball. I love fans too, but I think those people cheered too loudly and for the wrong man." If you look at all of the great leaders of our faith over the millennia you will find one thing in common. They were great followers. They had stumbled on something that few ever realize. If you set out to lead you will inevitably fail, but if you follow greatly, you will always lead others. I call this "followship" Jesus modeled followship throughout His earthly ministry. In John 5:19 Jesus explains His ministry saying He only does what He sees the Father doing. Jesus, the greatest leader of all time was actually the greatest follower of all time. All whom He has called to ministry would do well to remember this point. Even Paul recognized the value of followship. in 1 Corinthians 11:1 he wrote "Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ," (ESV). Follow, pursue, and obey are among the most common commands in scripture. We would be unwise not to practice followship in our daily lives. A final thought for today. The world loves someone who refuses to follow in the footsteps of others. They use words such as "trailblazer" and "visionary" to categorize such people. The Bible also has a term deserve. In Matthew 15:14 Jesus refers to them as "blind guides" and goes on to say they will both end up in a pit.
